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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
99 Church Street, Hamburg PA 19526-1213 

www.stjohnshamburg.org 
Pastor Mark Jensen 

revmarkjensen@comcast.net 
  Pastor’s Cell:  920-318-9593 

   Dr. Betsy Zimmerman-Morgans, Choir Director and Organist 
    Ms. Kate Kauffman, Assistant Organist & Jr. Choir Director     

Mrs. Bethany Thren, Parish Ed Coordinator  
Kelly Zimmerman, Church Secretary secretarykellyz@gmail.com 

          Church Office Phone: 610-562-3808     Church Fax: 610-562-7616 
                 

DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS,  The Word in Season are available in the 
literature racks in each narthex. 
PLEASE SILENCE YOUR CELL PHONE DURING THE                      
WORSHIP SERVICE. 

 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH CDC GUIDELINES: 

STAY HOME IF YOU ARE ILL (Worship is offered on Facebook) 
*Thanks to your cooperation we are able to safely gather in person* 

 
PURPOSE  STATEMENT 

God’s purpose for St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is to share 
God’s love through Word, worship, song, and by serving others. 

Guiding Principles: 
Jesus is our Lord and Savior. 
God shows no partiality. 
Live in/with a spirit of generosity. 
Boldly speak God’s word. 
Worship, fellowship, and prayer are central to our faith. 
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The Fifth Sunday in Lent  
Sunday, March 26, 2023 

10:15 AM 
NOTE:  The asterisk sign (*)  means to please stand, if able. 

 
PRELUDE “Because He Lives” The story behind the song “Because He 
Lives” can be found on page 26 of the bulletin.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS  - 

 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
P Blessed be the Holy Trinity,  one God, who journeys with us these 
 forty days, and sustains us with the gift of grace.   
C Amen. 
 
P Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for  
 repentance and God’s mercy.   
 
P Holy One,   
C We confess to you our faults and failings.  Too often we neglect 
 and do not trust your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of 
 giving to others; we spoil rather than steward your creation; we 
 cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose fear over 
 compassion.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to 
 follow in your way of life.  Amen. 
 
P Hear the Good News:  God so loved the world that God gave his 
 only Son, so that all may receive life.  This promise is for you! God 
 embraces you with divine mercy, forgives you in Christ’s name, and 
 revives you in the Spirit’s power.   
C Amen.   
 
*GATHERING HYMN: Love Consecrates the Humblest Act  LBW 122  
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*GREETING 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*KYRIE 

SUNG BY Pastor  BOLD SUNG BY CONGREGATION 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P Let us pray. 
 
C Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from 
 sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we 
 may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in  
 righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
 God, now and forever.  Amen. 
  
CHILDREN’S CHAT 
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FIRST READING:   
 
A A reading  from  Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a na-
tion, though dead in exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-
giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through this vision they 
will know that “I am the L .” 
1The hand of the L  came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit 
of the L  and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of 
bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the val-
ley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 
live?” I answered, “O Lord G , you know.” 4Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of 
the L . 5Thus says the Lord G  to these bones: I will cause breath to 
enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause 
flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the L .” 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, sud-
denly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the 
breath: Thus says the Lord G : Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he com-
manded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on 
their feet, a vast multitude. 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
G : I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, 
O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you 
shall know that I am the L , when I open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you 
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 shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, 
the L , have spoken and will act, says the L .” 
  
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM      Psalm 130 
 
[R] I wait for you, O L ; in your word is my hope. (Ps. 130:5) 
 1Out | of the depths 
  I cry to | you, O L ; 
 2O L , | hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
  O L , | who could stand? 
 4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
  in order that you | may be feared. R 
 5I wait for you, O L ; | my soul waits; 
  in your word | is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for 
the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the L , for with the L  there is | steadfast love; 
  with the L  there is plen- | teous redemption. 
 8For the L  shall | redeem Israel 
  from | all their sins. R 
 
SECOND READING:   
 
A A reading  from : Romans 8:6-11 
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spir-
it. The driving force behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire 
for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God raised Jesus from the 
dead and will also raise us from the dead. 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is  
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life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to 
God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who 
are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of 
God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 
belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who 
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the 
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells 
in you. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

*GOSPEL:   John 11:17-45 
P The Holy Gospel according to John, the 11th Chapter, beginning 
 with the 17th verse. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, 
in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to 
life. 
 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles 
away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
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them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, 
“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even 
now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said 
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am 
the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are 
the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 
 
 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and 
told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when 
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet 
come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 
31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and 
saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit 
and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to 
him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 
 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, 
and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Mar-
tha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away 
the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for hav-
ing heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of 
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cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, 
and let him go.” 
 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 
what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 
  

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
DRAMA–  “The Masters”  
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY:     Give of Your Best to the Master SJS 7  
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SERMON  
 
*CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried;  
 he descended to the dead.* 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven,  
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
P Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the 
 world, and all of creation. 
 
P You have breathed into us the breath of life. Enliven your church. 
 Deepen our partnerships with our companion churches around the 
 globe (specific synods, dioceses, or congregations may be named), 
 and bless the work of missionaries who accompany them. Merciful 
 God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
P Your spirit brings life to creation. Enliven the natural world and 
 restore ecosystems in need of healing (local natural places may be 
 named). Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
P You redeem the world and its peoples. Free us from systems of  
 oppression.  Raise up leaders at all levels of government who work to 
 promote the dignity of every human life. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
P You weep when we weep. Be present with those who grieve or who 
 are troubled by illness (especially). You hear us when we call to you. 
 Deliver us from the depths of our despair, and free us from the  
 worries that bind us. We also pray for those we name aloud and  
 silently in our hearts……Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
P Your Spirit of life dwells in our assembly. Bless the music ministries 
 of this congregation (specific ensembles may be named) and all who 
 lead us in hymns of praise and thanksgiving and in songs of lament 
 and prayer. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
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P You are the resurrection and the life. Even though we die, we will 
 live. With thanksgiving, we remember all your saints who now live 
 in your eternal love. Merciful God, 
C receive our prayer. 
 
P We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and 
 your promise to renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our 
 Savior. 
C Amen. 
 
 

PEACE 
 
P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
Peace be with you. 
Peace be with you. 
 
OFFERING   
 
ANTHEM “How Marvelous Are the Works of the Lord”  
  
*OFFERTORY:     
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*OFFERING PRAYER 
 
P Let us pray. 
 
C God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but 
 with words of grace and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which 
 we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 Amen. 
 
*LORD'S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
P Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, bless you now and  
 forever. 
C Amen. 
 
*SENDING HYMN:    The Glory of These Forty Days  ELW 320  
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*DISMISSAL 
 
P Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
*POSTLUDE    “How Deep the Father’s Love”  
  
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #21923. 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

God’s presence in our lives is seen and felt through prayer.  In                             
worship we share our joys, concerns, Thanksgivings, and petitions.  We        
also voice the names of those folks we wish to remember in prayer.  If you 
have someone who needs the congregation’s prayers, please speak the 
name during the Prayers of Intercession or give the name to Pr. Jensen for 
inclusion in the prayer.  Today we pray for  Gail James,  Sara Beltz, Char-
lie Mengel, Jeanette Grill, Jordan Barsinger,  Ruth Mengel,   Charlotte Uh-
ler, Betty Steinkerk, Corine Rollman, Dick Keiser, Kevin Zittauer, Shirley 
Flammer,  Cindi Dunkelberger, Donna Silk , Mae Stump, James Wolfe, 
Pastor Inge Williams, Alice Gerhart, Georgine Fritzinger, Pam Yerger, 
Daniel Kline, Scott Kamp, Vince Mengel, Ron Eck,  Kaki Nardozzi, Jean-
ette Adams, Millie Rogansky, Sally James, Bob Miller, Rachel Heim, Sa-
rah Powell, Donna Jones, Deanna Williams, Lori Fritz, Bob Miller, Gary 
Galla  
 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS   are presented to the Glory of God in honor of 
our parents' wedding anniversaries.  Carl and Johanna Adams on March 
29th and William and Betty Yeager  on March 24th by Michael 
and Jane Adams. 
 
THE BULLETINS are presented to the Glory of God in memory of                 
Raymond and Anna Strausser by Jean Epting and family.   
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March 19, 2023 
 
Attendance –57             
Current:  $4,755.86 
Benevolence:  $382.00 
Sunday School:  $41.00 
Organ:  $2,615.00 
Total:  $7,793.00 

 

Lector:  Tom Maurer  
Sound Board:  Dean Schreffler   
Ushers:   Gary Galla, Rose Schultz, Todd & Della Kennedy, Alex 
Phillips  
 

Lector:  Sue Himmelberger  
Sound Board: Brad Hepner   
Ushers:   Doug Adams, Rick Roth, Becky & Lee Heffner, Sue Him-
melberger 
Communion Assistants:  Bread:  Pastor Jensen, Karla Jensen*  
          Wine:  Gary Galla, Ken Arndt   
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$57,584.14 Organ fund Total as of March 19, 2023 
$30,931.54  collected of payment number 2 total of   $53,250.20  

Our payment schedule for the organ restoration is as follows: 
1. 20% ($26,602.60) due upon signing of the contract - already paid. 
2. 40% ($53,205.20) due upon removal of the components, April 2023  
3. 30% ($39,903.90) due upon start of re-installation, July 2023 
4. 10% ($13,301.30) due upon completion of the project, August 2023 
 

 

Scrip March News 

 What comes to mind when you think of spring?  Many people think of 
spring cleaning, planting flowers or gardens, and outdoor projects.  Well, 
spring is just around the corner, and it is time to start planning!  Please consid-
er purchasing gift cards to buy your cleaning supplies, flowers or garden tools, 
and outdoor project materials.  We have many cards on hand such as Walmart, 
Lowe’s, Ace Hardware (Mountain View), as well as many other cards.  Visit the 
church auditorium Sundays from 9:30-10:00 a.m. or immediately after the 
church service. Thank you to everyone who has and continues to support St. 
John’s Church by purchasing gift cards! 
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Redecorating Efforts 
Have you noticed the redecorating efforts taking place at St. John's                                 
recently?  Take a minute to look in the narthex.  New lights were purchased to 
brighten up the room and enhance the gorgeous stained glass window.  The 
LED light bulbs are energy efficient, allowing us to leave the lights on 24/7.  At 
night the stained glass window becomes a beautiful beacon of hope and light 
to the community.  The card table was replaced by an oak antique tale with                           
clawfoot feet.  It was generously donated by members and serves as a                              
comfortable place to sign birthday cards sent out by St. John's.  Resource                     
materials that were sitting on the floor have been relocated to the built in racks 
designed for reading materials.  Two lending libraries are now available; a puz-
zle and book exchange, so please feel free to borrow a puzzle or book to enjoy 
and donate any of your puzzles and/or books that you would like to share with                 
others. 
 
New hangers were purchased for the coat racks in the narthex on the side of 
the ramp entrance.  Flower decals were added to the flower list, and we are 
bringing back our flower donation program where the flower bouquets from 
the altar or flower stands are donated after the service to shut-ins or sick mem-
bers.  Future plans include updating bulletin board materials and possibly pur-
chasing individual chair cushions for use on the wooden pews.  Let us know if 
you see another area that could use some sprucing up.  
 
 
 
 
 
Bell Choir recently had one member retire and two others are experiencing sur-
gery and recovery periods.  Our substitute has seasonal work duties.  We need 
one to two people to substitute for the next 2 months, or we will need to take 
a pause.  If you can read music, you can help.  The bell ringing technique is not 
complicated, and we can easily teach you that.  Practice is Monday night at 7 
pm for just 45 minutes.  Let Betsy know if you are able to assist.  We have 2 

beautiful pieces that we have been preparing for Easter and Mother's Day that 
we would like to share.  
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Palm Sunday Breakfast  

You’re invited to join the fellowship Committee for breakfast which will be 
served in the Church Auditorium on Palm Sunday, April 2, 2023 from                  

9:00 AM –10:00 AM.   
No Reservations Necessary, Just come to church at 9 AM and enjoy break-

fast with your church family.   
If anyone would care to donate a Breakfast Casserole, Breakfast dessert, juice, 
or butter, or if you prefer, to make a monetary donation, the Fellowship Com-
mittee would be very grateful.  Please call Joyce Thren at 610-562-8071 or see 

her in church.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

April 2 Palm Sunday Palm Sunday Breakfast 9:00 AM -10:00 AM 
Sunday School 9:00 AM 10:15 AM Worship/ Holy Communion 
April 6 Maundy Thursday 7:00 PM Worship/ Holy Communion 
April 7 Good Friday 7:00 PM Worship 
April 9 Easter Sunday 8:00 AM and 10:15 AM Worship/Holy                
Communion 
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 Easter Egg Hunt Donations 

We are in need of individually wrapped candy and monetary donations towards 
basket prizes. We are looking to stuff 3000+ eggs this year. All donations                 

needed by Sunday March 19. 

 

 

 

 

Annual Easter Egg hunt will be held on Saturday April 1 at 9:30am at Edenburg 
Park for children ages 0-12. Bring your friends and family for a morning of fun! 

Planning meeting for Egg hunt will be Wednesday March 1 at 6:30pm. Come 
get involved in this fun filled activity! 

 

STELLAR VBS SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

 

Launch on a cosmic quest where you’ll have a blast shining Jesus’ light to the 
world. Stellar rockets kids on an out-of-this-world adventure that’s light years of 

faith-building fun! 

July 10-14 6:00pm-8:30pm nightly at Edenburg Park. Closing program Sunday 
July 16. 

 

**OUR VBS IS GROWING AND WE NEED YOUR HELP!                        
CONSIDER JOINING OUR COSMIC CREW FOR THIS FUN 

FILLED WEEK! SEE BETHANY TO LAUNCH INTO THIS EPIC      
EXPERIENCE. 
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Sunday, March 26, 2023 
Fifth Sunday in Lent  
9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:15 AM Worship  
Monday, March 27, 2023 
9:00 AM Kinder Klass  
9:30 AM Fellowship Meeting  
6:30 PM Council Meeting  
7:00 PM Boy Scouts  
7:00 PM Bell Choir 
Tuesday, March 28, 2023 
9:00 AM Kinder Klass  
1:00 PM Quilters 
Wednesday, March 29, 2023 
9:00 AM Kinder Klass  
6:00 PM Grief Support 
Thursday, March 30, 2023 
9:00 AM Kinder Klass  
11:30 AM Mid Week Lenten Series at First Reformed  
7:00 PM AA 
7:00 PM Chancel Choir  
Friday, March 31, 2023 
9:00 AM Kinder Klass 
Saturday, April 1, 2023 
9:30 AM Egg Hunt at Edenburg Park  
5:30 PM Saturday Night Communion Service  
Sunday, April 2, 2023 
Palm Sunday  
9:00 AM Palm Sunday Breakfast  
9:00 AM Sunday School 
10:15 AM Family Worship/ Holy Communion  


